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‘surrender. of my own free will; if captured, I will continue to

_ resist; if I become a prisoner of war, I will kesp faith with my
. fellovw prisoners; when questioned, I will make no statements disloyal
to my country; and I will never forget that I am an American fighting
man. (Author/DB)
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PREFACE

Michael Massie, a secondary social studies teacher and a Vietnam
veteran presents a brief analysis of Chairman Mao Tse-tung's "Three Main
Rules of Discipline" and "Eights Points £for Attention," which were set
forth in 1928 and later rev1sed in 1929 and 1947, for the Chinese People's
Liberation Army.

This paper contains a complete copy of the up-to-date revisions of
these two documents and the text of the “Code of Conduct" issued by the
President of the United States for the Armed Forces of the United States.

A comparision of the instructions to the Chinese People's Liberation
Army with those issued for the Armed Forces of the United States makes
for some interesting reading.

Eli Seifman

General adltor
Stony Sr:.li IR TLL



The Three Main Rules of Discipline and Eight Points for
Attention were 1laid down by Mao Tsetung, for the People's Liberation
Army, during the years 1928,'1929, and 1947, There were tyo revisions
after 1928, The original rules handed down by Mao in 1928, were as
follows: (1) Obey orders in your actions, (2) Do not take anything
from the workers and peasants, and (3) Turn in all things from local
tryants, After 1929, }ho revised the rules and made the following
chances, Rule 2 became, " Do not take a single needle or piece of
thread from the masses.". Rule 3 was changed to, " Turn in all money
raisad." The last revision made by Mao was in October 10, 19#7..
The current Three Main Rules of Discipline are as follo 33 (1) Obey
orders 1n all your actions, (2) Do not take a single needle or plece
of “thread from the masses, (3) Turn in everjuhlng captured, The first
main rule is self explanatory. It simnly means that a soldier must
obey a71 orders from his saperlors and follow them in his actlons to
‘the letter, The rev1sion of Rule 2, can be etplalned in this fashion,
During the Civil Marsqyitn the K. M.T., ( Koumlnguang forces under the
leadership of Chiang Kai Shek ) it was a well known Zact that the K.M.
trbops would rob grain and other foodstuffs ffom the peasants once
they canturéd an areé. .Not only were grain and other'sﬁpplies stolen.
from uhom witqozt payiment from the K,M,T, troops, but anyﬁhing of ‘valu
was also taken by them, Mao, hoped by creating theée simple rules for
the People's Liberation Arﬁy to follow he’would galn the respect and
admiration of the peasants and workers, ahd adherence to these rules
would help make possible the much needed support,.for the P.L.A. to
carry on the war.against the K.M.T, The third rule, and its revisions
are centered around the same thoughts of Mao, Here Mao,lald down this

rule in order that all arms and monies taken from the local supporters
N y
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of the K.M.T. would be turned in., Mao's purpose here was to show
the peasants and workers that the People's Liberation Army was a

" people's " army and was concern=d about the welfare of the peasants
and worxers. His primary concern was to show the poople through the .
actions of tho People's Liberation Army, that this army was not like
the greedy, selfish, brutal, and murderous forces of the Koumingtanz.

The original Eight Points of Attention, started out as Six Pointé

and vere later revised in 1947, The Six Points of Attention in 1928,
wers as followsy (1) Put back the dOOTa you have taken do"n for bed-
bouardssy (2) Put back the straw you have used for bedding; (3) Spezk
politely; (W) Pay fairly for what you buy, (5) Return everythirg you
borrow; and . (6) Fay for anything you damage, Two rore points were lat:
added to the orginal six, they were, " Do not bathe withir sight of
women ", and -" Do no% search the pockets of captives." What must be
kept in mind while reading the orgiral points of attention is that
.Maot's forces consisted oﬁ peasants and_workérs, ;nd were rnot professio
soldiers, lao's forces were nart101pa cing in gueriila type operations
and they slept and ate wbor and where it was vossible for'Ehem to do s
In the base éreas, political work and productive labor was also part
'of the daily operatiohs. When the soldiers were not fighting they wer:
busy producing their own grain, or mending their weapons and clothes,.
Some time was also used to purchase foodstuifs that were unavéilable

oy

to them from the 1oca1~peasants. 1e political work was rade up of
pointing ouf to the peasants, .sithin and around their base areas, whic
weré-generally in the mountain regions,.the differencés between the
people's army and the Kouwmirgtang., These peasant soldiers #ouid relay
to other peasants the reasons for their fight agzinst the K.M.T.'force

and why it was justified. Also, another point must be made clear whil
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looking ovar the orginal Points of Attention, we rmust keep in mind
is that by showing the people that the P.L.A. respected the things
they borrowed from thre peasants, and even paid for any damages they
rade, vas geared for w.rning over the peasants alligance. The K.}h?.,
‘on the other hand, had no regard for the peasants plight, and were
krown to destroy property and pecvle wantorly., The K.M.T. and its
actlons against the peasants made it possible for the P,L.A. to win
over many péople to their cause, and contlinue the viar against the Kou-
mlﬂg,a z for a period over twenlty yezrs., Winning over the pzople by
shouing then their concern for the peonles! well-being, helped the
Peoplets Liberation Aruy get recruits for their fight,

The Eight Points of Attention handed dowm by Mao for the Peoplels
Liveration Army in October 10, 1947 are somevhat the same, with the
same general thoughts behind them which I have mentlioned before, These
Eight Points of Attention are as follows: (1) Spezk politely; (2) Fay
fairly for whét you buy, (3) Return everything you berrow, (4) Pay
for anything you damage, (5) De not hit or swear at people, (6)

Do not damrge crops, (7) Do mot take liberties with women, (8) Do rot
111 treat captives., The key to understanding these Points of Attention

- is that the Peoplel's Lidbzration Arny was moving awvay from being a
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wvith poultwonal tine, or traditiomal type battle lines. VWhen this move
WEs made guerilla varfare becazme a supplementary means of combat, hot

m .

the min method of warfars, The positional tyve warfarc is the tyos
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whereas both combat forces have clear lines o tat tle, and was the
second phnse of the Peonle's Liberation Army in order to beat their
enermy, the Kouwningtang forces, The Peoplel's Liveration Army already

had done extensive damace to the K .M, T, armics, with the effective use

-
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of guerilla varfare, ard now they looked ahsad to destroying the
houﬁin?tang forces in the traditional mmnner, My point is that,
since guerilla activity was no longer the main thrust of the P LA,
Mao revised the Foints of Attention to fit the People's Liberation
Army in that stage of combat, Lociking over +hen it would be correct
to say that most of them are self-explanztory, ahd ecan be easily
understood, They center around the factors +hat would lead the peasants
to support the People's Liheratibn Army, and help destroy the K.M.T.,
foreces, " Return everything you borrcew, " is quite different from
the attitude of the Koumingtang forces., Their apparent attitude was
ouite the ovposite, it was to tzke anyfhing or everything of value
from the peasants, without paying for what they took. Again the Kou-
mingtang forces were noted for plundering, rarin ng, and stealing from
the peasants at will, It was the commom practice of KOthnctang
troons to behave as thieves and bandits, Murder vas also used as a
means of suppressing the peopie. Mao wanted to make ceriain the
Peorle's Liberafion Army was not noted for those actions of the K. MTay
and that is the purnose benind the Pcints of Attenrtion for the Pezoplie's
Lloerat on Army. The Eight Points of Attention are all cormon sense
1tema, and must be looked at for the tlme they were given, and for
- whzt purposes., Discipline is important for any army and withou kit
the woret in man's nature can show through. Yo o, as a enlightened
leader gave the Peoplets Liberation Arwmy rules thev cértainly could
live with, and if followed would gain the peonle's support, admiration,
and of course get the noccosary reeritits for the waf with the K.M;T.
The official Three Main Rules of Discipline ard the Eight Points
for Attention are included on the fcllowing page, I have also included
. the Code of Conduct, given to the Armed Forces of the United States |

by the President of the United States of Amarica,
| 7




THE THREE MAIN RULES OF DISCIFLINE AND EIGET POINIS FOR

ATTENTICN~ INSTRUCTION OF THE GENERAL HEADQUARTEFS OF
’/../\

)

THE CHINESE PEOPLE'S LIBERATION ARMY-

October 1O,A1947 ‘
1.‘Our Armyts Three Main Rules of Discipline and Eight points
for Attention have been practised for many years, but their
contents vary slightl? in army units in différent arezs. They
have novw been unified aﬁd are heréﬁf reissuved, It is expected
that this version will be taken as th¢ stanggrd one for thorough
education in the army and strict enforcement., As to other matters
needing attention, the high ccmmand‘of the armed forces in diffcrent
areas may lay down additional points in accordance with specific
cenditions and order their enforcerent.
+ 2. The Three Main Rules of Disciplire are as follows:
(1) Ovey orders in all your actions.
(2) Do not take a single needle or piece of thread from
masses.
(3) Turn in everything captured.
3. Thé Eight Points for Attention are as follovs:
olitely |

(1) Speak

é]

(2) Pay fairly for what you buy.

(3) Return everything vou borrow, ¢
(4) Pay for anything you damage. |
(5) Do not hit or swear at people.
(6) Do not damage crops.

(7) Do not take liberties with'womeh.4

() Do not ill-treat captives.,
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" By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the

United States, and as Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces '
the Unitecd States. I hereby preccrive the Code of Conduct

for members of the Arred Ferees of the United States which

is attached to this order and hereby made a2 vart thereol .eo "

)

—1-
I AM AY AVERICAI FPIGHIIUG AN, I SERVE IW 'E PORCES WHICH

GUARD MY COUNTIRY A'D OUR WAY OF LIFn, . I A ?REPARED TO GIVE MY
LIFE I7 THEIR DEFEISE,

A mezmber of the Armed Forces is always a fighting Eaﬁ. As suchy,
it is his duty to oppcse the enemies of the United States regardless
of the circumstances in which he méy find himself, whether i; aétive

participation in combat, or as a risorer of wer.
~ 2

D
I WILL NEVER SURREIDER OF MY OWH FREE WILL, IF I COI~2-IAI~D I

WILL IGVER SURREIDER MY (BN WHEILE Tf*" STILy: HAVE TiIZ H:AFS 70 RES st

*
As an individual, a member of the Armed Forces may never volun-
+ rily surrender himseli‘° When isolated and he can no longer inflict

CaS“&LfthS on thb enery, it is his duty to evade capture and rejoin

ca

tae neares 1r1enu¢y forces,

The responsibiiity arnd authority of a commznder nsver extends to

the surrender of his cowmand to the enemy while it has povwer to re-

h
sict or evade, UWhen isolated, or cut off, or surrounded, a unit must

ontinue to fight until rellc'ed or able to rejoin friendly forceo,

by breaxing out or by eva

Aingz the enswy,




( CONTINUED )

IF I AM CAPTURED I WILL CONTINUZ TO RESIST BY ALL MEANS AVAIIABLE,
I WILL MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ESCAPEZ AXD AID UHEES TO ESCAPE, I WILL
ACCéPT NEITHER PAROLE Noﬁ SPECIAL FAVORS ¥R0M TEE ENEMY,

The duty of a member of the Armed Forces to continue resistance
by all means at his disposal is not lessen=d by the misfortune of
capture, Article 82 of the Geneva Convention pertains and must be
explained, He will escape if able to do so, and will assist others
to escape, Parole agreements are-proﬁises given the captor by a
prisorer of war upon his faith and honbr, to fulfill stated condit-

. ions, such as not to oear arms or not to escape, in censideration
. of special privileges, usually release from captivity or lessened

restraint., He will never sign or enter into a parcle agreement,

- nl}-n

IF I BECOME A PRISONER‘OFAWAR, I WILL KEEP FAITH WITH MY FELLOW
PRISONZRS. I WILL GIVE NO INFORMATICN OR TAKE PART IN ANY ACTION
WHICH MIGHT BE HARMFUL TO MY COMRADES., IF T AM SEHIOR I WILL TAKE
COMMAID, IF NOT I WILL OBEY THE LAWFUL ORDERS OF TECSE APPOINTED
OVER M2 AND WILL EACK THEM UP IN EVERY WAY,

Informing or any .other action to the detriment of a fellow prisoner
is despicable and expressly fortidden. Prisoners of war must avoid
helping the enemy identify fellow prisoners who m2y have knowledge
of particular value to the enerty, and may-theréfq;e bz made to suffer
coercive interrozation.

Strong 1eadéfship is essential to disecipline, Without-discipline'

ERIC .10




( CONTINUED ) ' &.

camp organization, resistance and even survival may be impossible
Personal hygiene, czm§ sanitation, and care of sick and wounded .
are imperative, Officers anl non-commissioned dfficers of the
ﬁhited States will cortf:ue to carry out their responsibilities and
exercise their authority subsequent to cavture. The senior line
officer of'noncommissioned officer within the prisoner of war camp
or group of prisoners-will assume command accordlng to rank ( or o
precederice )} without regard to Service., This responsibility and
accountability may not be evaded., If the senior officer or non-
commissloned officer is incapacitated or unable to act for any
reason, command will be assumed by the next senior., If the fore-
going organization cannot be affectéd, an organizatiqn of elected
representatives, as provided for in Articles 79-81 Geneva Convention
Relative to Treatment of Prisoneré of War, or a covert orgénization,

or both,.will be formed.

5o

WHEW QURSTIONED, SHOUID b BECOME A PRISONER OF VAR, I AM 30UID TO

. GIVE ONLY NAME, RANK, SERVICE NUMBER, AND DATE OF BIRTE, I WILL

EVADE ANSWERING FURTEER QUESTIONMS TO THE UTMCST OF MY ABILITY., I
WILL MAKE NG CRAL OR WRITTEN STATEMENTS DISLOVAL Tn 1 COTITTRY ATD
ITS ALLI=S OR HARMFUL TO THEEIR CAISE.

When questloned, a prisoner of var is required by the Genava

Convention and permitted by thls Code to disclose his nare, reank,

service number and date of birth, A prisoner of war ray also
communicate with the enemy regarding his individual hzalth or welfare
as a prisoner of war and, vhen appropriate on réutine matters of
caip administra%ionz Oral or written confeésions true or false,
questionnaires, perscoral history statements, propaganda rscordings

il



* "( CONTINUED ) ?

and broadcasts, appeals to other priscners of var, signatureé

to peace or surrender appeals, self criticisms or any other oral
or written communications on behalf of the en=my or eritical or
harmful to the United States, its allies, the Armed Forces or
other prisoners are forbidder,

It is a violation of the Geneva Convention to place a prisoner
of war under physical or mental torture or any other form of coercion
to secure from him inforration of any kind, A, however, a prisoner
is subjected to such treétment, he will eﬁdeavor to avoid by every

means the disclosure of any information, or the making of any state~

. ment or the performance of any action harmful to the interests of

the United States or its allies or which will provide ald or comfort

to the enemy,

Under Communist Blec reservations to the Genasva Convention, the
signinz of a confession or the making of a statement by a pfisoner
is likely to be used to conviet him as a war c¢riminal under the lawvs
of his cavntors,. This conviction has the effect of remoﬁing him from
prisoner of war status and according to this Cormunist Bloc device
denying him any protection under terms of the Géﬁeva Convention
and repatriétion until a prison sentence is served,

—Cm
I WILIL. YEVER FORGET THAT I‘AM AN AMERICAN FIGHTING MAN, RESPOFSIBLE
FOR MY ACTICLS, AND DEDICATED TC THE PRINCIFLES WHICH MADE MY
COUFTRY FREE, I WILL TRUST IN MY GOD AND IN TEE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA,

The provisions of the Uniform Code of Military Justice, vhenever
appropriate, continus to apbly to members of the Armed Forces while

prisoners of war, Upon repatriation, the conduct of prisoners

12



. ( CONTINUED ) /0.

wiil be examined as to the circumstances cf capture and thréugh
the period of detention with due regard for the rights of the
individual and consideration for the conditioné bf'captivity.

A member of the Armed Forces who becomes a prisonef of war has
a continuing obligation to remain loyal to hils country, his Service
and his unit. e |

The 1life of a prisconer of war is hard., He must never give up
hofe. He must resist enemy indoctrination, Prisoners of war who

] stand firm and united againsf the enemy will aid one arnother in

surviving this- ordeal,

(ACHE1 (2 tay 57)
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